
New Higher exam tips 

R emember that Graphic Com-

munication is essentially a practical 

subject, and you shall have had ex-

perience of actually undertaking 

most of the tasks you shall be ques-

tioned on in the exam. 

Therefore, the best approach when 

attempting to answer the questions 

posed is to imagine you are in the 

classroom working on one of your 

projects. Take time to analyse what 

the question is asking you; can you 

relate it to anything you have done 

in your assignment or unit tasks? 

The answer is almost certainly go-

ing to be yes—if not all the question, 

then definitely parts of it. Remember 

that you don’t need to answer all the 

parts—if you don’t know one stage 

of it there shall be other areas you 

will do. 

Nevertheless, it is still essential 

you have read and understood 

your notes. You shall have to be 

familiar with a range of terms—

from DTP tools, through to layout 

elements and principles, model-

ling techniques and terms ,BSI 

standards and terminology. And 

general computer applications 

and processes associated with 

Graphics in industry, etc. 

The following pages shall attempt to 

cover each of the topics you are 

likely to be questioned on. They 

shall hopefully give you some tips 

and strategies to assist you in an-

swering them to the best of your 

ability. 

The box opposite is a snapshot from 

the SQA guidelines issued to exam-

iners, and gives you an indication 

what is expected when asked to de-

scribe, explain, compare or state 

a response to a question. It is vital 

you give each question full consid-

eration before answering—ie, are 

you describing, explaining compar-

ing or stating the answer. This is 

likely to be similar to your other sub-

jects as it is in line with the princi-

ples of CfE. 
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The CAD question 

shall require you to 

describe and explain 

different stages of the 

production of a model

(s) and assembly. 

You will be asked to 

explain different mod-

elling terminology, 

and suggest how the 

assembly shall be 

produced with refer-

ences to con-

straints. At the end 

of the question you 

shall have to use 

your knowledge of 

CAD to come up with 

a modelling plan/ 

model of a further 

part that you must 

create to answer the 

given design brief—

usually related to the 

existing model you 

have examined. IT IS 

ESSENTIAL YOU 

SUPPORT YOUR 

ANSWER WITH AS 

MUCH INFOR-

MATION AS POSSI-

BLE—INCLUDING 

SKETCHES AND 

REFERENCE TO 

THE DIMENSIONS 

GIVEN. 

Stage 1 

Look at the information given via the sketch-

es; what are the main dimensions, what 

shape does the planned model have? Think 

about your Unit/ Assignment work. At Higher 

level the answer is probably going to involve 

a loft or a sweep—but may not!  Heavily 

support your answer with sketches and di-

mensions like you did in your modelling 

plans. 

Stage 2 

Now you may be asked to use another fea-

ture to produce additional parts. It is unlikely 

it shall be the same technique so don’t use 

the same one you did in Stage 1. 

Now there may be an assembly element to 

the question. Think about what is being 

joined together, and how. Extra parts may be 

included. If these are from a library of parts, 

remember why that is—to save time and 

provide uniformity of parts. Heavily support 

your answer with sketches, mentioning all 

relevant constraints. 

Stage 3 

Stage 4 

At this point, you may have to create a part 

from scratch based on information given with 

the existing part. In the case above, it is a 

handle which is required to fit the existing 

speaker casing. For this, consider the rele-

vant information such as hole size, position, 

etc. again, give as much information as pos-

sible. 
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These questions require you to be familiar 

with your notes on layout elements and prin-

ciples. The best approach is to write as 

much as you can, and make sure you al-

ways mention the impact the element or 

principle has on the layout. A good way of 

doing this is to imagine what the layout 

would look like if that feature wasn’t there. 

For instance, the way the plane in the page 

above has been placed—in front and behind 

the numbers provides depth to the layout. 

The use of red as a colour throughout brings 

unity and rhythm.  

These sort of questions, when you are asked 

to compare different layouts, require you to 

analyse the different styles adopted by the 

designer. This may be due to different col-

ours, shapes, graphics and fonts being ap-

plied. A lot of this may be subjective, so as 

long as you can provide a sensible and artic-

ulate reason for  your answer, you have a 

good chance of achieving marks. 
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These questions are more concerned with 

the technical methods adopted to produce 

the layout in question. The answers ex-

pected shall be concerned with the images 

used and DTP techniques such as text wrap, 

flow along a path, bleed etc. Again, you shall 

have to be familiar with your notes and it’s 

important that you justify any answer you 

give.  
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These questions are all based on your 

knowledge of this element of the course, and 

answers must be 100% correct to achieve 

marks as they are concerned with BSI stand-

ards which by definition are set in stone. The 

only way to achieve marks here is to have 

studied your notes and done the relevant 

homework tutorials. 

These questions are based on the engineer-

ing drawing part of the course. In the old 

Higher, you would have been asked to pro-

vide the answer on the drawing board. Now, 

it is just a sketch, which simplifies things 

somewhat. Take your time and think about 

what the question asks you. Most important-

ly, it is essential that you are accurate with 

your response—so take your time when 

measuring and sketching. 


